
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR BARROW 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Barrow held on 
Friday, 8 March 2019 at 10.30 am at Conference Room, Nan Tait Centre, Barrow-in-
Furness, LA14 1LG 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr KR Hamilton (Chair) 
 

Mr F Cassidy 
Mr D English 
Mr D Gawne 
Mr W McEwan (Vice-Chair) 
Mr B Shirley 
 

Mrs H Wall 
Mr S Wielkopolski 
Mr MH Worth 
Mr R Worthington 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland 
Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer 
Mr T Murphy - Parking Team Leader 
Mr K Tetchner - Highways Network Manager 
Mr A Shields - Parking Manager 
Mr J Taylor - Senior Manager - Early Help and Targeted Youth 

Support 
 
 

  
PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 

PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 

 

 
77 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
An apology for absence was received from Mrs A Burns. 
 
 
78 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of interest made on this occasion. 
 
 
79 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting during 

consideration of any item of business. 
 
 



80 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There were no questions, statements or petitions relating to the business of the 
Committee on this occasion. 
 
 
81 MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 15 January 2019 be 

confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 
 
82 CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE SERVICE 
 
Members received a presentation on the Children and Young People Service in the 
Barrow area.  The Local Committee received an oversight of the areas which the 
service was responsible for. 
 
It was explained that the Children Looked After Strategy which set out the Council’s 
priorities for Children Looked After and Care Leavers was produced in consultation 
with children and young people and set out how the Authority would meet their 
corporate parenting duty. 
 
Members received an update on the National Corporate Parenting Principles and 
the requirements of local authorities in relation to children looked after and care 
leavers.   
 
The Committee were notified of the open cases and trends in the Barrow area and 
details of the categories in Child Protection plans. 
 
A discussion took place regarding foster carers and it was noted there were 178 
foster care households in Cumbria with 25 of those being in the Barrow area.  It was 
highlighted that 22% of Cumbria Children Looked After were from the Barrow area 
but only 14% of foster carers were from the district. 
 
Members noted that 39 care leavers in the Barrow area were receiving support 
which was a rate of 29 per 10,000 population, higher than the Cumbria rate of 18.  It 
was explained that 56% were in education, employment or training and 95% were 
living in suitable accommodation.   
 
The Committee drew attention to the management of money and it was explained 
that collaborative work was undertaken within a hub model which involved a number 
of services including the Citizens Advice Bureau, adult learning and third sector 
organisations.   
 
A discussion took place regarding support for young people after the age of 25.  
Members were informed unique work would be undertaken in conjunction with adult 
social care for young people who required additional support.   
 



The Committee discussed the provision of services for young mothers and it was 
explained that if those concerned were not already known to the authorities services 
were available in Children’s Centres.  Members were informed that Action for 
Children also actively attended events in the community to engage with young 
people. 
 
Members discussed the support available for Syrian Refugees and were informed 
that this was led by the Government and funding was available to allow engagement 
to be undertaken with various agencies to offer help and support. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the fostering process and members were 
informed that a robust process existed to help minimise failings in the system. 
 
Concerns were raised regarding absenteeism and members were informed this was 
being reviewed with the main driver being to get young people into mainstream 
school.  Member were made aware of the increasing number of parents electing to 
home school children which was causing concerns. 
 
During the course of discussion a member felt there was opportunity to use 
technology where service users could anonymously access a site to share 
information which could then have a positive outcome.   
 
The Chair, whilst welcoming the presentation and acknowledging the importance of 
this matter, after taking into account time constraints in the meeting, suggested that 
this item be discussed in more depth at a separate member seminar. 
 
RESOLVED, that this item be discussed in more depth at a separate member 

seminar. 
 
 
83 PARKING SERVICES UPDATE 
 
Members received a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which provided an update on the enforcement of on-street parking in 
the Barrow Local Committee area. 
 
The Committee were informed that in the Barrow locality the Parking Services Team 
consisted of 3 full-time Civil Enforcement Officers (CEOs).  It was noted that in 
addition a mainly operational Parking Team Leader covered both the Barrow and 
South Lakeland localities and was tasked to liaise with local communities to address 
parking concerns and provide a first point of contact for Elected Member queries.  
Members welcomed the possible increase in resources in the future. 
 
Members noted that a total of 3143 Penalty Charge Notices (PCNs) had been 
issued for on-street parking contraventions in the Barrow locality between 
1 April 2018 and 31 January 2019. 
 
The Committee noted the regular reports regarding inconsiderate parking outside 
schools which created potential safety issues for children and other road users.  
Members welcomed the visits by the CEOs to areas across the locality to carry out 



enforcement and educational patrols in accordance with the School’s Protocol.  It 
was noted that the Team was also working in partnership with Orian, the school 
crossing service provider, to address parking issues in proximity to schools.  
Members noted that the Team had been working closely with the members of the 
hub regarding this matter which had proved positive. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the self-help toolkits which were available to 
schools and members were informed they were available free of charge from the 
Parking Team Leader. 
 
Members were informed that the Team continued to issue PCNs relating to the 
misuse of Blue Badges and reported instances of abuse of the process to the 
Authority’s Blue Badge Team.  It was explained that the Parking Team Leader had 
been tasked with organising a number of multi-agency initiatives across the locality 
to deal with Blue Badge abuse.  The Committee were informed that CEOs had 
undertaken the appropriate training to be able to deal with the misuse of Blue 
Badges and it was explained that the Authority were looking at the overall Policy.  
 
A discussion took place regarding parking issues, particularly in the town centre, 
and members asked if traffic regulation orders were reviewed.  Members were 
informed that regular discussions did take place between the Parking Team, 
highways officers and other parties and that reviews would be undertaken if 
necessary.   
 
During the course of discussion a concern was raised regarding parking on 
Hamilton Terrace, Dalton and a concern was raised regarding emergency vehicles 
being unable to access the area.  It was agreed that this would be investigated 
further.   
 
The Committee drew attention to a number of abandoned vehicles and were 
informed they must be reported to the Borough Council. 
 
Members raised a number of concerns including illegal parking in taxi ranks together 
with cars illegally parking at the Maritime apartments which it was felt could obstruct 
emergency vehicles.  The Committee were informed that appropriate signs were 
awaiting for erection outside the apartments noting that once they were in place 
penalty charge notices could be issued as appropriate. 
 
The Committee congratulated the work of the Team and highlighted the success of 
the new style on-street visitor’s parking permits which had been introduced in the 
Barrow locality. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



84 2018/19 HIGHWAYS DEVOLVED REVENUE AND CAPITAL UPDATE 
 
The Committee considered a report by the Acting Executive Director – Economy 
and Infrastructure which presented the Highways Revenue and Devolved Capital 
and Non-Devolved Capital budget finance reports and updated members as to the 
current progress on those budget lines. 
 
Members were informed that works ordered against the revenue budget were 
delivered through a combination of the in-house workforce for Better Highways and 
Street Lighting activities, and a mixture of in-house teams and external contractors 
for drainage cleansing, verge maintenance, road markings and traffic signals 
maintenance.  It was explained that currently a pressure of £2,366 on this budget 
was predicted but the Network Management Team would look to manage those 
costs against remaining schemes wherever possible. 
 
The Committee noted that the latest Devolved Highways Capital budget allocation 
for 2018/19 and additional allocations was £1,228,000.  It was explained that 
currently an accelerated spend in this budget line of £43,000 was forecast, but it 
was intended to scrutinise remaining works to manage costs closely to the end of 
the financial year.  Members noted that the schemes for Barrow delivered through 
the Dft additional maintenance fund were also shown in the devolved capital budget 
line.  It was explained that Barrow’s allocation of the Dft fund was £581,000 but 
appeared as accelerated spend as the budget had not been allocated to individual 
project lines. 
 
A concern was raised regarding the road surface on Coronation Drive and it was 
agreed the Highways Network Manager would investigate this matter further. 
 
The Committee discussed walking routes and members were informed that there 
was a small budget to make improvements such as the installation of dropped kerbs 
if necessary.  
 
The local Member for Dalton North raised a concern regarding the disrepair of the 
road surface on Market Street, Dalton highlighting the high volume of traffic which 
used the route.  The Committee were informed that due to the lack of budget the 
highway would continue to be patched as necessary.  The local Member agreed to 
bring this matter to the attention of Barrow Highways Advisory Sub-Group with a 
view to securing funding for it to be resurfaced.  During the course of discussion 
concerns were raised regarding the number of missing or damaged speed signs in 
the area and a request was made for them to be replaced as a matter of urgency.  
The Highways Network Manager confirmed that the signs would be replaced as 
soon as possible. 
 
The local Member for Walney North congratulated Electricity North West on their 
progress on North Road and requested further information regarding the timescales 
for resurfacing the road.  The Highways Network Manager confirmed that 
discussions were taking place and it was anticipated the works would take place 
soon. 
 



A number of members raised their concerns regarding the disrepair of a number of 
back streets.  The local Member for Newbarns and Parkside drew particular 
attention to the area between Brighton Street and Windsor Street highlighting safety 
concerns.  Whilst appreciating the concerns which members raised it was explained 
that there was a list in abeyance highlighting that United Utilities worked in five year 
tranches. 
 
The Committee’s attention was drawn to an issue raised by a constituent regarding 
removal of the white line on Carr Lane and it was agreed the details be made 
available to the local Member for Walney South who would look into the matter. 
 
Members thanked officers for the surface redress work which had been undertaken 
on Lotts Road-Duke Street, Steel Street and Hawcoat Lane.   
 
The Committee held a discussion regarding Jubilee Bridge highlighting the need for 
an additional alternative second crossing.  The suggestion was welcomed by all 
members and it was agreed that Government should be approached with regards to 
funding the proposed project. 
 
The Chair thanked members for their contributions and invited them to attend 
meetings of the Barrow Highways Sub-Group with any future concerns. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
 
85 PROPOSED DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS CAPITAL AND REVENUE 

PROGRAMME 2019/20 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy 
and Infrastructure which sought approval of the proposed Devolved Highways 
Capital and Revenue Programme 2019/20.  Members also received the prioritised 
lists of schemes which would form the basis of the Local Committee’s Devolved 
Highways Capital and Revenue Programme for 2019/20 and provided a core 
programme for future years subject to annual review.  The Committee noted that the 
devolved capital allocation for 2019/20 was £1,241,000 and the devolved Revenue 
allocation for 2019/20 was £754,220. 
 
Members were informed that increased funding had been allocated to footway 
structural maintenance due to the number of footway related claims.  Whilst 
members acknowledged that a number of footpaths were protected they suggested 
that black top be used instead of paving flags wherever possible.  
 
The Committee then discussed the proposed weed spraying programme for 2019.  
It was explained that through a procurement exercise the same contractor who had 
undertaken the works in 2018 would continue for the forthcoming year with the 
potential for a further year’s extension to the contract.  It was confirmed that the 
contract did not include the removal of the weeds. 
 
Members noted that a works programme was to be determined which would include 
three weed sprays and the Committee would be updated on the proposed strategy.  



The Committee was informed that regular reports on the works undertaken was 
received by officers and it was agreed that this information would be circulated to 
members. 
 
The Sub-Group noted that an early meeting would take place with the contractor to 
determine a works programme and members would be kept updated. 
 
A discussion took place regarding verge maintenance and a question was raised 
regarding the growth of wild flowers in a number of verges.  Members were informed 
that an Environmental Cutting Policy did exist and verges were cut accordingly.  It 
was highlighted that most of the verge maintenance in the Barrow area was 
undertaken by the Borough Council. 
 
RESOLVED, that the proposed Devolved Highways Capital and Revenue 

Programmes for 2019/20 (referred to in the appendices to the report) 
be approved. 

 
 
86 BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy 
and Infrastructure which gave details of the discussion and recommendations of the 
Highways Advisory Sub-Group (HASG) for the Barrow area which met on 
8 February 2019. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the proposed ‘Soap Box Challenge’ event.  
Members were concerned that this event had been promoted by the local press 
before agreement had been reached that it would take place.  Members were 
informed that this had not yet been confirmed and would be discussed at a future 
Event Advisory Group meeting where a decision would be made after taking into 
account a number of issues including health and safety.  Whilst members 
appreciated the safety aspects it was felt that such events should be supported and 
encouraged.   
 
The Committee raised their concerns regarding problems encountered on the A590 
due to road works and the number of incidents around the service station at Newby 
Bridge was also highlighted.  It was explained that representation had been made at 
the full Council regarding works on the A590 which had resulted in officers 
investigating this matter.  Members were informed that the number of incidents at 
the Newby Bridge service station was a matter for Highways England to deal with.  
During the course of discussion it was suggested that an Infrastructure Group 
should be convened to lobby for the A590 to be upgraded. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the removal of trees on Dalton Road and it was 
confirmed that, following a decision made previously by the Local Committee, that 
the trees would not be replaced. 
 
 
 



The Committee’s attention was drawn to a traffic survey which had been undertaken 
at North Scale and it was confirmed that no feedback had yet been received. 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2019 be noted. 
 
 
87 BARROW AREA PLANNING REPORT 
 
Members considered a report by the Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and 
Community Services which provided an update of its work and agreed activity since 
the last meeting the Committee. 
 
The Committee welcomed the positive update which included an update on Area 
Working and Community Services (Ormsgill, Egerton Court Wellbeing Hub, Barrow 
Central Library and Customer Services), Local Committee Budget, Future 
Highstreet Fund and Barrow Libraries and Archives. 
 
A discussion took place regarding school crossing patrols.  Members were informed 
of the process undertaken once a position became vacant.  It was explained this 
involved an assessment of the site being undertaken by the highways team.  
 
The local Member for Dalton North drew attention to a school crossing patrol 
vacancy at Chapel Street Infant School, Dalton-in-Furness and, following a 
recruitment campaign undertaken by himself, a possible candidate for the position.  
He drew attention to the issues which he had encountered with the process and 
asked if this could be investigated with an update to him direct. 
 
The local Member for Roosecote questioned whether the Health and Wellbeing 
Forum was still in existence.  It was explained that this was the led by Borough 
Council but the Public Health Locality Manager (Barrow) would investigate this 
matter and respond direct.  
 
Members agreed that of the list of priorities for Barrow Local Committee the 10k run 
was top and should be funded as a priority. 
 
RESOLVED, that  
 
 (1) the report be noted; 
 
 (2) the £13,127 balance of the 2018-19 General Provisions 

budget be allocated to support the delivery of Area Planning 
work (as detailed in paragraph 4.5 of the report); 

 
 (3) the proposed allocation of its devolved funding for the year 

2019-20 (as outlined in appendix 4 of the report) be 
developed in the Area Planning Session (referred to in 
paragraphs 4.6-4.8 of the report); 

 
 (4) the Borough Council’s bid into the Future Highstreet Fund be 

supported. 



 
 
88 CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORKING GROUP 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services which provided an update on the Children and 
Young People’s Working Group. 
 
RESOLVED, that 
 
 (1) the work of the Barrow Children and Young People’s Working 

Group (referred to at appendices A and B of the report) be 
noted; 

 
 (2) £11,300 be allocated to Furness Young Carers towards 

afterschool club facilities from the Universal Funding 
allocation within the 0-19 Service budget; 

 
 (3) £3,806 be allocated to Walney Community Trust towards 

youth activities from the Universal Funding allocation within 
the 0-19 Service budget; 

 
 (4) £15,000 be allocated to Action for Children towards the Blues 

Programme and Mental Health Conference from the Strategic 
0-19 Service budget. 

 
 
89 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS SERVING ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
There were no reports from members serving on outside bodies on this occasion. 
 
 
90 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the next scheduled meeting will take place on Friday 

17 May 2019 at 10.30 am in the Conference Room, Nan Tait Centre, 
Barrow-in-Furness, LA14 1LG. 

 
 
 

The meeting ended at 12.30 pm 
 


